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Ethnic Identity and Representation
through Hakka Hymns in Hsinchu
Urban Hakka Church
Ssu-ying Lee”
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This study explored the use of Hakka hymns in the Hsinchu Chung-
Cheng Presbyterian Church, which historically used Hoklo and Chinese as
languages of worship despite having a substantial Hakka population. Hakka
hymns are one of few ritual procedures that embody Hakka culture. This
study analyzed three Hakka hymns and the mixing of Hakka culture with ur-
ban culture and interviewed Hakka churchgoers. The Hakka hymns entail a
distinction in identity between the author and listener but also convey a time
and place evocative of Hakka imagery. The hymns are also individualized

and conveys the community’s diversity.
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